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TRANSDUCTION OF CU,ZN-SUPEROXIDE DISMUATSE 
MEDIATED BY AN HIV-1 TAT PROTEIN BASIC DOMAIN 
INTO HUMAN CHONDROCYTES 
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Purpose: To observe the transduction of full-length superoxide 
dismutase(SOD) protein fused to Tat into human chondrocytes, 
and the regulatory function of transduced Tat-SOD against in- 
flammatory cytokine induced catabolic pathway. 
Methods: The pTat-SOD expression vector was constructed to 
express the basic domain of HIV-1 Tat as a fusion with Cu,Zn- 
SOD. We also purified histidine-tagged SOD without an HIV-1 Tat 
as a control SOD protein. Cartilage samples were obtained from 
OA patients and chondrocytes were cultured in both monolayer 
and explant. For the transduction of fusion proteins, cells/explants 
were treated with various concentrations of fusion proteins for 1 
hour. Transduced Tat-SOD protein was detected by fluorescein 
labeling of Tat-SOD protein, Western blotting and SOD activity 
assay. Effects of transduced Tat-SOD on the regulation of IL-1 
induced NO production was assessed by Griess reaction. 
Result: Tat-SOD was successfully delivered into both monolayer 
and explant cultured chondrocytes, whereas control SOD was 
not, and the transduction of Tat-SOD into cultured cells increased 
in a dose-dependent manner. The intracellular concentration of 
transduced Tat-SOD into cultured chondrocytes was detected af- 
ter 1 hour and the amount of transduced protein did not change 
significantly after further incubation. SOD enzyme activity was 
also increased in a dose-dependent manner. NO production in 
response to IL-1 stimulation was significantly downregulated by 
pretreatment with fusion proteins. 
Conclusion: This study is a proof of concept one to show that 
protein delivery employing Tat-protein transduction domain is fea- 
sible as a therapeutic modality to regulate catabolic process in 
cartilage. Construction of additional Tat-fusion proteins that may 
regulate cartilage metabolism favorably and application of it in in 
vivo model of arthritis is the subject of future study. 
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The role of periarticular osteophytes in the pathophysiology of 
OA is currently unknown. We have previously shown that long- 
term estrogen replacement therapy (ERT) significantly reduces 
the severity of articular cartilage lesions of OA and dynamic in- 
dices of subchondral (SC) and epiphyseal/metaphyseal cancel- 
Ious (EMC) bone in the proximal tibia of cynomolgus macaques. 
The aim of the present study was to assess the effects of 
long-term ERT on bone turnover indices in periarticular osteo- 
phytes in these same monkeys. One hundred sixty-five adult fe- 
male cynomolgus macaques were bilaterally ovariectomized to 
simulate menopause and randomly divided into three age- and 
weight-matched treatment groups for a 36 month treatment pe- 
riod. Group 1 (OVX control) received no treatment, Group 2 
(SPE) received soy phytoestrogens (at 129 mg/day human equiv- 
alent), and Group 3 (ERT) received conjugated equine estro- 
gens (at 0.625 mg/day human equivalent) in the diet; all mon- 
keys were labeled with calcein before necropsy. A midcoronal, 
plastic-embedded section of the right proximal tibia from 20 ran- 
domly selected animals from each treatment group was exam- 
ined histologically. Forty-nine of the sections (OVX control, n=16; 
SPE, n=16; ERT, n=17) contained lateral abaxial osteophytes, 
and measurements were taken from these sites. A digitizing pad 
and histomorphometry software (2X objective) were used to trace 
the outer osteophyte margins, bone perimeters, and void spaces. 
Calcein labels (sL, dL, IrLWi) were measured under fluorescence 
(10X). Osteophyte area and static (TbN, TbTh, TbSp, BV/TV) and 
dynamic (MAR, MS/BS, BFR/BS, BS/BV, dLS/BS, BFR/BV) his- 
tomorphometry parameters were calculated. The effect of treat- 
ment on osteophyte area and on static and dynamic histomor- 
phometry parameters was evaluated using the Kruskal-Wallis 
test. There was no significant reatment effect on osteophyte area 
or on any of the static or dynamic histomorphometry parameters 
(Table 1 ). 
For many of the dynamic parameters, the mean and median 
values were the lowest in the ERT group; however, unlike SC 
and EMC bone, ERT did not significantly lower bone turnover 
within osteophytes. We conclude that osteophyte area and bone 
turnover within osteophytes are not significantly influenced by 
long-term ERT. 
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OF TGF-~I, FIBRONECTIN-1 AND COLLAGEN IV IN THE 
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Aim of Study: Cell proliferation is controlled by elements of the 
extracellular matrix (ECM), such as TGF-I~, fibronectin and colla- 
gen IV. The aim of this work was to study the effect of simvastatin 
on the expression of these molecules in the chondrosarcoma cell 
line C422 by simvastatin and how these modifications influence 
the cell cycle. 
Methods: The rat chondrosarcoma cell line (C422) was treated 
with the lipid-lowering agent simvastatin at different doses (vehi- 
cle, 0.1, 0.3, 1.0, 3.0 and 10 I~M) and during different imes (24, 
48 and 72 hours). The mRNA was extracted by the Trizol method 
and a real time RT-PCR was performed with specific primers for 
Abstract P314 - Table 1. Selected ynamic and static histomorphometry indices of lateral abaxial tibial osteophytes. 
MAR MS/BS BFR/BS BS/BV BV/TV Osteophyte Area 
OVX control 0.52 (0-3.84) 7.50 (0-32.51) 6.70 (0-215.21) 13.21 (7.60-19.41) 56.08 (26.57-87.87) 1.02 (0.39-6.72) 
SPE 0.75 (0-6.64) 9.32 (0-29.72) 29.71 (0-719.93) 13.32 (8.68-19.79) 65.52 (37.31-81.65) 1.16 (0.81-2.49) 
ERT 0.00 (0-1.67) 1.55 (0-24.87) 0 (0-151.25) 13.83 (8.54-21.77) 58.75 (40.30-82.59) 0.96 (0.49-5.49) 
p-value 0.107 0.248 0.101 0.475 0.946 0.490 
Values are presented as median (range). 
